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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
S t a te m e n t  q£_ th e . P ro b lem
T h ere  i s  g ro w in g  c o n c e rn  in  th e  1 9 9 0 's  among s t a t e s ,  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  a b o u t th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s .  B e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  a r e  
o f t e n  th row n  i n to  a te a c h in g  p o s i t i o n  f r e s h  o u t o f  c o l l e g e  
w ith  l i t t l e  o r  no e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  c la s s ro o m , o th e r  th a n  
t h e i r  s t u d e n t  t e a c h in g ,  and a r e  th e n  e x p e c te d  to  do on th e  
f i r s t  d ay  o f  t e a c h in g  w hat o t h e r s  have le a rn e d  th ro u g h
y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  Most new t e a c h e r s  e n te r  th e  c la s s ro o m  
w ith  an u n r e a l i s t i c  v iew  o f  w hat t e a c h in g  dem ands and o f  
w hat th e y  a re  c a p a b le .  W ith o u t th e  b e n e f i t  o f  an 
e n t r y - y e a r  s u p p o r t  p ro g ram , b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  can
e x p e r ie n c e  p h y s i c a l ,  e m o tio n a l ,  a t t i t u d i n a l ,  and b e h a v io r a l  
p ro b le m s .
In  th e  1 9 8 0 ' s ,  many s t a t e s  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  
r e q u i r i n g  e n t r y - y e a r  p ro g ram s to  s u p p o r t  new t e a c h e r s  in  
t h a t  c r u c i a l  f i r s t  y e a r .  T hese  p ro g ra m s , w hich ta k e  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  fo rm s , a re  d e s ig n e d  to  s u p p o r t  new t e a c h e r s  
become p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  co m p e te n t by h e lp in g  them d e v e lo p  
th e  s k i l l s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and know ledge n e c e s s a ry  to  be an 
e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h e r .  Some o f  t h e s e  s u p p o r t  p ro g ram s in v o lv e  
m en to r t e a c h e r s ,  o r  " s u p p o r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s "  to  g u id e  new 
t e a c h e r s  th ro u g h  th e  f i r s t  y e a r ;  o t h e r s  in v o lv e  p e e r  
re v ie w . O h io 's  E n try -Y e a r  S ta n d a r d ,  f o r  exam ple , d e f in e s
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an e n t r y - y e a r  p rogram  a s  "a  p rog ram  o f  s u p p o r t  p ro v id e d  by 
a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t . . . to  m eet th e  u n iq u e  n e e d s  o f  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  e m p lo y m e n t . . .”
( A d m in is t r a t iv e  Code, R ule  3 3 0 1 -2 2 -0 2 ) .
C r i t i c a l  to  th e  d e s ig n  and im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  su ch  
s u p p o r t  p ro g ram s f o r  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  i s  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  
o f  th e  p ro b le m s and c o n c e rn s  t h a t  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  
t y p i c a l l y  c o n f r o n t  and th e  e f f e c t s  o f th e s e  p ro b lem s and
c o n c e rn s  on th e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r 's  s e l f - im a g e  and
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e rfo rm a n c e .
I t  was th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  
c o n t r i b u t e  to  a f u l l e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro b lem s and 
c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  and o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t s .
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  fo c u s e d  on th e
s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s i x t y  b e g in n in g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  
from  e i g h t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  in  B u t le r  C o u n ty , O hio .
P u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  S tu d y
The p r im a ry  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  c o n d u c t a 
q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  d a ta  g e n e r a te d  by th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  an o p en -en d ed  q u e s t io n n a i r e  g iv e n  to  60 
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  em ployed in  e ig h t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  in
B u t le r  C o u n ty , O hio . The i n i t i a l  re v ie w  o f  th e  d a ta  was 
g u id e d  by two r e s e a r c h - b a s e d ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  fram ew orks 
r e l e v a n t  to  th e  l i v e s  o f  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s ,  th e  f i r s t  
b e in g  F ra n c e s  F u l l e r ' s  D e v e lo p m en ta l Fram ework (1 9 6 9 ) ,
3
w hich  d e f i n e s  th e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f  f i r s t  y e a r  
t e a c h e r s ,  and th e  seco n d  b e in g  F .C . L a c e y ’s (1 9 7 7 )
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  fram ew ork  w hich  d e s c r i b e s  how t e a c h e r s
re sp o n d  to  t h e s e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s .  Review o f  th e  d a ta  
was a l s o  g u id e d  by th e  r e s e a r c h  on th e  p ro b lem s fa c e d  by 
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  a s  s y n th e s iz e d  by S. Veenman (1 9 8 4 ) .
F ra n c e s  F u l l e r  d e s ig n e d  a c o n c e p tu a l  fram ew ork  
s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  d e v e lo p  th ro u g h  a s e r i e s  o f
s t a g e s ,  w hich  a re  b a se d  on t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f
c o n c e rn s .  As th e  t e a c h e r  e n t e r s  a  new s ta g e  o f
d e v e lo p m e n t, new c o n c e rn s  em erge . T h is  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  
fram ew ork  h as  h e lp e d  t e a c h e r s  r e f l e c t  on t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
d e v e lo p m e n t.
F .C . L acey  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  h a n d le  
th e s e  p ro b le m s and c o n c e rn s  in  a v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  w ays. 
L acey p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  when a new t e a c h e r  e n t e r s  a s c h o o l ,  
he o r  sh e  i s  e n t e r in g  a m u l t i f a c e t e d  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  In
r e s p o n s e ,  th e  new t e a c h e r ,  o f t e n  u n k n o w in g ly , a d o p ts  o r
c r e a t e s  a s o c i a l  s t r a t e g y  to  d e a l  w ith  th e  c o m p le x i t ie s  o f
th e  s i t u a t i o n .
Veenman s tu d ie d  th e  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  done on
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  and c o m p iled  a l i s t  o f  th e  e i g h t  m ost 
common p ro b le m s r e p o r te d  by th e s e  n o v ic e s .  Among th e s e
p ro b lem s a re  c la s s ro o m  d i s c i p l i n e ,  m o tiv a t in g  s t u d e n t s ,  and
p la n n in g  c l a s s  w ork, to  name a few .
T hese  t h e o r e t i c a l  fram ew orks and r e s e a r c h  f i n d in g s ,
w hich a re  d i s c u s s e d  in  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  in  C h a p te r  2 , g u id ed
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th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  i n i t i a l  a n a l y s i s .  The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f
th e  d a t a  w as, how ever, n o t  l im i t e d  to  th o s e  fram ew o rk s . 
C o n s i s te n t  w ith  th e  p r i n c i p a l s  u n d e r ly in g  q u a l i t a t i v e  
r e s e a r c h ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  new fram ew orks 
m igh t em erge from  t h i s  s tu d y .
S ig n ific a n c e  of. the. Study
The s t u d i e s  c o n d u c te d  by F u l l e r  and L acey w ere done
o v e r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  ag o , h en ce  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  som ewhat
d a te d .  S in c e  t h i s  t im e , s c h o o ls ,  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and 
s o c i e t y  have a l l  u n d e rg o n e  d ra m a tic  c h a n g e s . I t  i s  l o g i c a l  
t h a t  th e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  may
a l s o  be d i f f e r e n t  a s  a r e s u l t .  One p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  
was to  r e v i s i t  th e  p ro b le m s and c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g
t e a c h e r s  to  s e e  i f  th e  fram ew orks o f  F u l l e r  and L acey  s t i l l  
h o ld  t r u e  to d a y , o r  i f  new fram ew orks a r e  now a p p l i c a b l e .
F i n a l l y ,  a s  a p r o s p e c t iv e  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r ,  th e  
r e s e a r c h e r  hoped to  g a in  i n s i g h t s  t h a t  m ig h t be p e r s o n a l l y  
h e lp f u l  in  p r e p a r in g  f o r  t h a t  c h a l le n g e .  By s h a r in g  th e s e  
i n s i g h t s ,  o th e r  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n  s t u d e n t s  may be b e t t e r  
p re p a re d  to  e n t e r  th e  te a c h in g  p r o f e s s i o n .  The r e s e a r c h e r  
b e l i e v e s  th e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  
s h o u ld  be p a r t  o f th e  c u r r ic u lu m  in  a t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n
p ro g ram , and n o t be r e s e r v e d  to  be le a r n e d  from  e x p e r ie n c e .
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D e f i n i t i o n s
B e g in n in g  T e a c h e r :  one who i s  e n t e r in g  th e  t e a c h in g  
p r o f e s s io n  w i th o u t  any p r i o r  t e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e ,  o r  who i s  
r e t u r n i n g  to  th e  p r o f e s s io n  a f t e r  a num ber o f  y e a r s  a b se n c e
from  i t .
S u r v iv a l  S ta g e :  th e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t, 
a c c o rd in g  to  F ra n c e s  F u l l e r ' s  c o n c e p tu a l  th e o r y ,  when th e  
t e a c h e r 's  p r im a ry  c o n c e rn s  a r e  su ch  t h in g s  a s  m a in ta in in g  
d i s c i p l i n e ,  b e in g  l ik e d  by th e  s t u d e n t s ,  and s u b j e c t  m a t te r  
a d e q u a c y .
T ask  S ta g e :  d e s c r ib e d  by F u l l e r  a s  a d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s t a g e  in  
w hich th e  t e a c h e r  i s  m a in ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  m ethods o f 
p r e s e n t i n g  s u b j e c t  m a t te r  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  d e s ig n .  T h is  i s  
th e  se co n d  s t a g e  o f  t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
Im p ac t S ta g e :  th e  t h i r d  s t a g e  o f  F u l l e r ' s  t e a c h e r
d e v e lo p m e n t, in  w hich th e  m ain fo c u s  o f  c o n c e rn  becom es th e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  t e a c h e r  i s  h a v in g  on s t u d e n t s '  l i v e s .
I n t e r n a l i z e d  A d ju s tm e n t: F .C . L acey  d e f i n e s  t h i s  ty p e  o f 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  a s  one in  w hich  th e  t e a c h e r  s im p ly  a c c e p ts  o r 
co n fo rm s to  th e  v a lu e s  and p r a c t i c e s  in  th e  new s e t t i n g .
S t r a t e g i c  C om pliance : t h i s  ty p e  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o c c u rs  
when new t e a c h e r s  d e c id e  to  go a lo n g  w ith  th e  new
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p r a c t i c e s ,  even th o u g h  th e y  a re  n o t  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e y  
r e p r e s e n t  b e s t  p r a c t i c e .
S t r a t e g i c  R e d e f in i t i o n :  t h i s  ty p e  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,
a c c o rd in g  to  F .C . L acey , o c c u rs  when t e a c h e r s  c o n s c io u s ly
t r y  to  change o r  re fo rm  th e  s c h o o l  s i t u a t i o n .
E n try -Y e a r  P ro g ram s: d e s ig n e d  to  a s s i s t  new t e a c h e r s  to  
d e v e lo p  th e  s k i l l s ,  fo rm s o f  kn o w led g e , a t t i t u d e s ,  and 
v a lu e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to  e f f e c t i v e l y  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  
new o c c u p a t io n a l  r o l e s .
M entor T e a c h e r :  a c a r e e r  m odel who a c t i v e l y  p r o v id e s
a s s i s t a n c e ,  s u p p o r t ,  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  th e  p r o te g e .
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
T h ere  have been  a v a r i e t y  o f  s t u d i e s  done on th e
p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s ,  and each
h as  r e v e a le d  a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e  a b o u t th e  c r u c i a l
f i r s t  y e a r  in  th e  c la s s ro o m . F o r i n s t a n c e ,  E l le n  C o rc o ra n
<1981) p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  th e  m ost common e le m e n t in  th e  f i r s t  
y e a r  t e a c h e r 's  w orld  i s  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f "n o t k n o w in g ,"  in
w hich  t e a c h e r s  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  know to  whom to  tu r n  o r
w here to  b e g in .  The la r g e  num ber o f  unknowns can  send  them
in to  a s t a t e  o f  w hat C o rco ran  r e f e r s  to  a s  " t r a n s i t i o n
s h o c k ."  "What c o m p lic a te s  t h i s  i n e v i t a b l e  shock  o f  n o t
know ing i s  th e  need  to  a p p e a r  c o m p e te n t and c o n f i d e n t .  To 
adm it to  n o t  know ing i s  to  r i s k  v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  to  p r e te n d
to  know i s  to  r i s k  e r r o r . ”
In  a book e n t i t l e d  Don' t  S m ile  U n t i l  C h r i s tm a s . K evin
Ryan (1 9 7 0 ) s u p p o r t s  C o r c o r a n 's  th e o r y  t h a t  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r s  u n d e rg o  a p e r io d  o f w hat he d e s c r ib e s  a s  " r e a l i t y
s h o c k ,"  w hich  i s  c au se d  by a c o m b in a tio n  o f r e a l i z a t i o n s  o f 
th e  " r e a l  w o r ld ” o f  te a c h in g  and o f  b e in g  u n p re p a re d  f o r  
th e  many dem ands o f  t h a t  w o rld . F or i n s t a n c e ,  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r s  o f t e n  u n d e r e s t im a te  th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f m o t iv a t in g
s t u d e n t s ,  and o v e r e s t im a te  t h e i r  own s k i l l s .  The e m o tio n a l
and p h y s i c a l  d r a in  on f i r s t - y e a r  t e a c h e r s  o f te n  le a v e s
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l i t t l e  e n e rg y  f o r  a n y th in g  e l s e  in  t h e i r  l i v e s .  " R e a l i t y  
shock" can  re d u c e  th e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r 's  a b i l i t y  to  c o p e .
A s tu d y  o f  f i r s t - y e a r  t e a c h e r s  by K u rtz  (1 9 8 3 ) 
r e v e a le d  t h a t  a common c o m p la in t  was " I  n e v e r  knew w hat was 
e x p e c te d  o f m e .” T h is  was t r u e  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m ost 
o f  th e s e  t e a c h e r s  had been  g iv e n  an o r i e n t a t i o n  and had 
d i s t r i c t  p o l ic y  g u i d e l i n e s  a v a i l a b l e .  The e n t r y - y e a r  
t e a c h e r s  d id  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  s c h o o l  e x p e c ta t i o n s  d e s p i t e  th e  
b e s t  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  to  c l a r i f y  su ch
e x p e c t a t i o n s .  K u rtz  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  th e  p rob lem  seem s to  be 
" la c k  o f  c o n tin u o u s  r e in f o r c e m e n t  a s  th e  t e a c h e r s  p a s s e d  
th ro u g h  v a r io u s  s t a g e s  o f  r o l e  a c q u i s i t i o n "
B itin g  Ap.ple ; Accounts of. f  i r s t - v e a r  t e a c h e r s . i s
a n o th e r  s tu d y  t h a t  f o c u s e s  on th e  l i v e s  o f  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r s .  Ryan e t  a l . (1 9 8 0 ) exam ine e ig h te e n  d i f f e r e n t  
c a s e  s t u d i e s ,  d e s c r ib in g  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f f i r s t  y e a r  
t e a c h e r s .  The a u th o r s  c o n te n d  t h a t  " e v e n ts  d u r in g  t h i s  
i n i t i a l  y e a r  o f  t e a c h in g  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  gap be tw een  w hat 
th e y  w ere c a p a b le  o f becom ing and w hat th e y  h a v e , in  f a c t ,
becom e."
Ryan e t  a l . s u g g e s t  t h a t  w i th o u t  th e  b e n e f i t  o f
e n t r y - y e a r  s u p p o r t  p ro g ra m s, b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  can
e x p e r ie n c e  p h y s i c a l ,  e m o tio n a l ,  a t t i t u d i n a l .  and b e h a v io r a l
p ro b le m s . For i n s t a n c e ,  many n o v ic e s  e x p e r ie n c e
n ig h tm a re s ,  and have t r o u b le  s l e e p i n g .  O u tb u r s ts  o f 
c r y in g ,  l o s s e s  o f  tem p er, o c c a s io n a l  v o m itin g  b e fo r e  and 
a f t e r  s c h o o l  a r e  n o t uncommon. F a t ig u e  can le a d  to
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p h y s i c a l  e x h a u s t io n  o r  can  com bine w ith  a s e n s e  o f  f a i l u r e
to  c a u se  d e p r e s s io n .
Why a r e  e n t r y - y e a r  t e a c h e r s  u n p re p a re d ?  Ryan e t  a l .  
<1980) s u g g e s te d  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may em erge b e c a u se  
t e a c h e r s  a r e  c a u g h t o f f  g u a rd . A c tu a l ly  d o in a  t e a c h in g ,  
moment by moment, i s  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  th e y  had e x p e c te d . 
H aving  been  in  s c h o o l  th o s e  many y e a r s  and h a v in g  se en  so  
many d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  many b e g in n e r s  t h in k  th e y  know 
w hat i t  i s  l i k e  to  do t e a c h in g .  B u t, a l a s ,  i t  f o o l s  them .
"The t e a c h e r 's  s i d e  o f  th e  d e sk  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  B ehind  a re
h id d e n  dem ands and s u b t l e t i e s  w hich a re  q u i t e  u n e x p e c te d ."
B e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  o f t e n  s u f f e r  from  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,
and p r o f e s s i o n a l  i s o l a t i o n .  E x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  a r e  n o t  
l i k e l y  to  o f f e r  a s s i s t a n c e  to  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s ,  even when 
th e  new t e a c h e r s  a r e  c l e a r l y  e x p e r ie n c in g  s e v e r e
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  In  h i s  book e n t i t l e d  Don' t  S m ile  U n t i l
C h r i s tm a s . K evin  Ryan (1 9 7 0 ) e x p la in s  t h a t  many e x p e r ie n c e d  
t e a c h e r s  welcom e new com ers and i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
f o r  h e lp ,  w hich  i s  v e ry  e n c o u ra g in g . T hen , u n e x p e c te d ly ,  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  seem to  d i s a p p e a r ,  to  s t e p  b a ck . 
" I t  i s  a s  i f  th e y  r e t r e a t e d  to  th e  p r iv a c y  o f  t h e i r  
c la s s ro o m  and a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  lu n ch  g ro u p s .  From th e s e  
s a n c t u a r i e s  th e y  a p p e a r  to  w a tch  and s e e  i f  th e  new
t e a c h e r s  m easu re  up , to  s e e  i f  th e y  a re  one o f  u s .  W ill
th e y  make i t ? "
Ryan t h e o r i z e s  t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  a v o id  m aking
c o n ta c t  w ith  new te a c h e r s  due to  a s e n s e  t h a t  b e g in n in g
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t e a c h e r s  "may s t e a l  some o f  t h e i r  s t a t u s  o r  u p s e t  th e  
s c h o o l 's  d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  o f  p r e s t i g e . "  A n o th er
p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a c c o rd in g  to  Ryan i s  th e  f e e l i n g  among
e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  th e  new t e a c h e r s  m ust go th ro u g h  
t h e i r  " r i t e  o f  p a s s a g e "  a lo n e ,  j u s t  a s  th e  v e te r a n s  d id  in
t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r .  Many e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  j u s t  do n o t  
f e e l  i t  i s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  a s s i s t  b e g in n in g
t e a c h e r s .
W hile th e s e  s t u d i e s  a r e  a l l  a p p l i c a b l e  to  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h ,  and p ro v id e  i n s i g h t  i n to  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  te a c h in g  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  th e  fo c u s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was on th e  c o n c e p tu a l
fram ew orks o f  F ra n c e s  F u l l e r  and F .C . L acey .
F ra n c e s  F u l l e r  (1 9 6 9 ) d e s ig n e d  a c o n c e p tu a l  fram ew ork 
s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  d e v e lo p  th ro u g h  a s e r i e s  o f  t h r e e
s t a g e s ,  b a se d  on t h r e e  k in d s  o f  c o n c e rn s .  In  th e  f i r s t
s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  S u r v iv a l  S ta g e .  F u l l e r  m a in ta in s  
t h a t  th e  t e a c h e r s  p r im a ry  c o n c e rn s  a r e  a b o u t t h e i r  own
s e l f - s u r v i v a l  o r  a d e q u a c y . (Can I be a t e a c h e r ?  W ill I 
s u r v iv e  o r  w i l l  I  have to  f in d  a n o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n ? )  
E v e n tu a l ly ,  when t e a c h e r s  f in d  th e y  can  m anage, and f e e l
more c o n f id e n t  in  th e  c la s s ro o m , t h e i r  c o n c e rn s  b e g in  to
fo c u s  away from  th e m s e lv e s ,  to w a rd s  th e  s t u d e n t s .
The seco n d  s ta g e  o f t e a c h e r  d ev e lo p m en t a c c o rd in g  to
F u l l e r  i s  th e  T ask  S ta g e ,  in  w hich  th e  t e a c h e r s '  main
c o n c e rn s  s h i f t  from  w o rry in g  a b o u t s u r v i v a l  to  t h in k in g  
a b o u t how to  im prove th e  l e a r n in g  e n v iro n m e n t f o r  th e
s t u d e n t s .  "How can  I p r e s e n t  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t te r  in  a more
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i n t e r e s t i n g  and v a r ie d  way?" becom es a common q u e s t io n  f o r  
t e a c h e r s  in  th e  T ask S ta g e .  When th e  t e a c h e r s  know th e y
can make i t  from  one week to  th e  n e x t ,  th e y  can fo c u s  t h e i r
e n e rg y  on h e lp in g  s tu d e n t s  im prove from  one week to  th e
n e x t .
F i n a l l y ,  w ith  s u c c e s s  and r e c o g n i t io n  in  h e lp in g
s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  come to  v iew  th e m s e lv e s  a s  c o m p e te n t,
and t h e i r  c o n c e rn s  s h i f t  to  p r o v id in g  h e lp  beyond th e
c la s s ro o m  to  o th e r  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  th e  s c h o o l ,  and th e
p r o f e s s i o n  a s  a w ho le . T h is  i s  known a s  th e  Im p ac t S ta g e
o f  t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t, in  w hich  t e a c h e r s  b e g in  to  c o n c e rn
th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  e f f e c t  th e y  a re  h a v in g  on t h e i r
s t u d e n t s ,  and on th e  t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s i o n .  “Am I m aking a
d i f f e r e n c e  in  p e o p le s  l i v e s ? "  becom es a common q u e s t io n  in
t h i s  t h i r d  s ta g e  o f t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
F u l l e r  and o th e r s  have found  te a c h e r  d ev e lo p m en t to  
p a r a l l e l  a d u l t  d e v e lo p m e n t in  t h a t  a d u l t s  f i r s t  need  to
ta k e  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  own n e e d s  b e fo r e  lo o k in g  to  th e  c a r e  o f
t h e i r  im m ed ia te  g roup  members ( s t u d e n t s )  and b e fo r e
a t te m p t in g  to  h e lp  o u t s i d e r s .
W hile  F u l l e r ' s  fram ew ork  i s  b u i l t  a round  th e
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f th e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f t e a c h e r s
th ro u g h o u t  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  in  t h e i r  c a r e e r s ,  th e  s t u d i e s
done by L acey c e n te r  a ro u n d  how t e a c h e r s  re sp o n d  to  th e s e
p ro b le m s and c o n c e rn s . F o r i n s t a n c e ,  some t e a c h e r s  ch o o se
to  confo rm  to  th e  p r a c t i c e s  s e t  by th e  new s c h o o l  in
re s p o n s e  to  th e  p ro b lem s e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a r .
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L acey  d e f i n e s  t h i s  ty p e  o f  r e s p o n s e  a s  " i n t e r n a l i z e d  
a d ju s tm e n t .” F o r exam p le , th e  b e g in n in g  te a c h e r  may n o t 
have a g re e d  w ith  th e  s c h o o l 's  d i s c i p l i n e  p o l i c y ,  b u t  
d e c id e  to  con fo rm  to  th o s e  p o l i c i e s  due to  th e  b e h a v io r
p ro b le m s e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  c la s s ro o m .
D e c id in g  to  go a lo n g  w ith  th e  new p r a c t i c e s  f o r  now, 
w h ile  n o t  b e in g  c o n v in c e d  by them  i s  a r e s p o n s e  known a s  
" s t r a t e g i c  c o m p lia n c e ."  F o r ex am p le , a lth o u g h  th e  new 
t e a c h e r  may n o t  be c o n v in c e d  t h a t  s e n d in g  p rob lem  s tu d e n t s  
to  th e  s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  th e  new p r a c t i c e  
i s  t r i e d  f o r  now, so  a s  n o t  to  c r e a t e  w aves among th e
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
" S t r a t e g i c  r e d e f i n i t i o n "  i s  d e f in e d  by L acey  a s  a 
c o n s c io u s  e f f o r t  to  change  o r  re fo rm  th e  s c h o o l s i t u a t i o n .  
Some new t e a c h e r s  f e e l  s t r o n g l y  enough a b o u t a c e r t a i n  norm 
o r  r i t u a l  th e  s c h o o l  fo l lo w s  to  a c t i v e l y  t r y  to  change  i t .  
A c c o rd in g  to  L acey , d i f f e r e n t  t e a c h e r s  re sp o n d  to  t h e i r  
p ro b lem s in  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  m an n e rs .
Veenman (1 9 8 4 ) s y n th e s iz e d  th e  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  done 
on b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s .  One im p o r ta n t  outcom e o f  V eenm an 's 
e f f o r t s  was a l i s t  o f th e  e ig h t  m ost common p ro b lem s
r e p o r te d  by b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s .  In  o r d e r ,  th e y  a r e :  
c la s s ro o m  d i s c i p l i n e ,  m o tiv a t in g  s t u d e n t s ,  d e a l in g  w ith  
i n d iv i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  p a r e n t  r e l a t i o n s ,  p la n n in g  c l a s s
w ork, e v a l u a t i n g  s tu d e n t  w ork, i n s u f f i c i e n t  m a t e r i a l s  and
s u p p l i e s ,  and d e a l in g  w ith  s t u d e n t s '  p e r s o n a l  p ro b le m s .
CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
Q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  i s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  
more t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a p p ro a c h  to  
r e s e a r c h .  Yvonna L in c o ln  and Egon Guba (1 9 8 5 ) h e lp  d e f in e
t h i s  ty p e  o f r e s e a r c h  in  t h e i r  work e n t i t l e d  N a t u r a l i s t i c  
I n q u i r y . A cco rd in g  to  L in c o ln  and Guba, t h i s  ty p e  o f
r e s e a r c h  i s  u sed  to  e s t a b l i s h  u n i v e r s a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,
n o t  a s e r i e s  o f h y p o th e s e s  t h a t  d e s c r ib e  a p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e .
The n a t u r a l i s t i c  i n q u i r e r  d o es  n o t  m a in ta in  an o b j e c t i v e ,
n o n - r e a c t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I n s t e a d ,  th e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  and
s u b j e c t  i n t e r a c t  and in f lu e n c e  one a n o th e r .  Most
im p o r ta n t ly ,  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  s u p p o r t s  th e  id e a  o f  
t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y :  th e  id e a  t h a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  one g ro u p  
may be a p p l i c a b l e  to  o t h e r s  a s  w e l l .  F o r ex am p le , th e  
s i x t y  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  q u e s t io n e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere n o t
random ly  s e l e c t e d ,  b u t  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  may be
t r a n s f e r a b l e  to  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  in  o th e r  s i t u a t i o n s  and
s e t t i n g s .
The e n t r y - y e a r  p rog ram  in  B u t le r  C o u n ty , Ohio o f f e r s  
f o u r  i n s e r v ic e  s e s s io n s  to  s u p p o r t  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  
th ro u g h o u t  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  in  th e  c la s s ro o m . The g ro u p  to  
whom th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e  was a d m in is te r e d  w ere m e e tin g  f o r  
t h e i r  f o u r th  s e s s io n  in  th e  m id d le  o f  M arch, 1991. The 
s i x t y  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  w ere g iv e n  th e  o p t io n  to
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p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  s tu d y  by c h o s in g  to  c o m p le te  a s i x  item  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  A l l  s i x t y  t e a c h e r s  a g re e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e .
T h ese  s i x t y  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  w ere a sk ed  a s e r i e s  o f
s i x  q u e s t io n s .  Two o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  w ere b u i l t  a round  
F u l l e r ' s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  fram ew ork  (#1  and # 3 ) ,  one upon 
L a c e y 's  S o c i a l i z a t i o n  Fram ew ork ( # 6 ) ,  one on th e  
s y n th e s iz e d  w orks o f  Veenman ( # 4 ) .  The re m a in in g  two
q u e s t io n s  w ere ask ed  in  o r d e r  to  s e a r c h  f o r  o th e r  p o s s ib l e
them es t h a t  do n o t  n e a t l y  f i t  i n to  th e s e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s
(#2  and # 5 ) .  The q u e s t io n s  w ere a s  f o l lo w s :
1) What h a s  b een  y o u r g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn  a s  a  f i r s t  y e a r
t e a c h e r ?
2 ) As a f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r ,  w hat h as been  y o u r b ig g e s t
sh o ck ?
3) What h a s  been  yo u r m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  a cc o m p lish m en t t h i s  
s c h o o l  y e a r?
4 )  What one p ie c e  o f a d v ic e  w ould you g iv e  a b e g in n in g
te a c h e r ?
5) B r i e f l y  d e s c r ib e  one im p o r ta n t  th in g  you have  le a rn e d  
a b o u t y o u r s e l f  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r .
6 ) I f  you c o u ld  change one th in g  a b o u t your f i r s t  y e a r  o f
t e a c h in g ,  w hat would i t  be?
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The t e a c h e r s  w ere a sk ed  to  re sp o n d  to  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  on a 
5x7 in d e x  c a rd  and g iv e n  a c o u p le  in c h e s  o f  sp a c e  to  w r i t e
t h e i r  com m ents.
The c a r d s  w ere s o r t e d  a t o t a l  o f  s i x  t im e s ,  p a i r i n g  
l i k e  r e s p o n s e s  to  e ac h  q u e s t io n  t h a t  was a s k e d , and u n iq u e  
r e s p o n s e s  s e p a r a t e l y .  The r e s p o n s e s  w ere  th e n  a n a ly z e d  to  
d i s c o v e r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e  t e a c h e r 's  r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  
q u e s t io n s  w ere o n e s  t h a t  th e  fram ew orks o f  F u l l e r ,  L acey , 
and Ryan w ould have p r e d i c t e d .
The fram ew orks o f  F u l l e r  and L acey g u id e d  th e  
r e s e a r c h e r 's  i n i t i a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  d a t a ,  a l th o u g h  th e
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  d a ta  was n o t  l im i t e d  to  th e s e  two
fra m e w o rk s .
CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS
What h a s  b e e n  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n  a s  a  f i r s t  y e a r
t e a c h e r ?
The f i r s t  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  s u rv e y  was i n i t i a l l y  
e v a lu a te d  u s in g  th e  fram ew orks o f  b o th  F u l l e r  and Veenman.
At f i r s t  g la n c e ,  a l a r g e  num ber o f  r e s p o n s e s  seem ed to  f a l l  
i n to  F u l l e r ' s  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t w here th e
t e a c h e r s '  p r im a ry  c o n c e rn s  a re  su ch  t h in g s  a s  c la s s ro o m
m anagem ent, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b e in g  l ik e d  by th e  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
k e e p in g  ahead  o f  th e  e v e ry d a y  p a p e rw o rk . In  t h i s  f i r s t
s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, c o n c e rn s  c e n t e r  a ro u n d  s im p ly
s u r v iv in g  from  one day  to  th e  n e x t .  H ence, t h i s  s t a g e  i s  
known a s  th e  S u r v iv a l  S ta g e .
F o r ex am p le , one t e a c h e r 's  c o n c e rn  was " k e e p in g  
o r g a n iz e d ,  s t a y in g  one s t e p  ahead  o f  th e  s t u d e n t s ,  and 
g e t t i n g  enough r e s t . "  In  h e r  s tu d y  o f  t e a c h e r  c o n c e rn s , 
F u l l e r  fo u n d  t h a t  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  a r e  m o s tly  c o n c e rn e d  
a b o u t t h e i r  own ad eq u acy  o r  s u r v i v a l .  One t e a c h e r 's
r e s p o n s e  to  t h i s  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  a b o u t h e r  g r e a t e s t  c o n ce rn
was s im p ly , "W ill I make i t ? ! "  C o in c id in g  w ith  F u l l e r ' s  
r e s e a r c h ,  th e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s '  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn s
fo c u s e d  on s u r v iv in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r .
D i s c i p l i n e  a l s o  seem ed to  be a p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  among 
th e  t e a c h e r s  s u rv e y e d . V eenm an 's c o m p re h en s iv e  s y n t h e s i s  
r e v e a le d  t h a t  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  th e  num ber one c o n c e rn  among
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b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s ,  and t h i s  h e ld  t r u e  among th e  t e a c h e r s  
q u e s t io n e d  in  t h i s  s u rv e y . The w ords " d i s c i p l i n e "  o r
" c o n t r o l "  w ere m en tio n ed  te n  t im e s  o u t o f  th e  f o r ty - o n e
t e a c h e r s  q u e s t io n e d .  " C o n t r o l l i n g  s t u d e n t s , "  " b e in g  a good 
d i s c i p l i n a r i a n , "  and j u s t  p l a i n  " d i s c i p l i n e ! "  w ere some o f  
th e  t e a c h e r s '  r e s p o n s e s .
A lth o u g h  c la s s ro o m  c o n t r o l  was a p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  among
th e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s ,  a n o th e r  c o n c e rn  s u r f a c e d  a s  w e l l :
a c o n c e rn  a b o u t th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h in g .  "Am
I c o v e r in g  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  n e e d s  to  be c o v e re d ? "  was one 
t e a c h e r 's  r e s p o n s e .  T h is  ty p e  o f  re s p o n s e  i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  F u l l e r ' s  seco n d  s ta g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, in
w hich  t e a c h e r s '  p r im a ry  c o n c e rn s  s h i f t  away from
o r g a n iz a t io n  and d i s c i p l i n e  p ro b lem s to  c o n c e rn s  a b o u t w hat 
th e y  a re  t e a c h in g  and how th e y  go a b o u t i t .  T h is
d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s t a g e  i s  known a s  th e  T ask  S ta g e , in  w hich
t e a c h e r s  become l e s s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  t h e i r  own s u r v i v a l  and
more c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  N ine r e s p o n s e s  o u t o f 
f o r ty - o n e  seem ed to  f a l l  w i th in  t h i s  c a te g o r y .  "K eep ing  up 
w ith  th e  c u r r ic u lu m  r e q u i r e m e n ts ,"  and " b e in g  a b le  to  f i t  
i t  a l l  in "  w ere ex em p la ry  r e s p o n s e s .
T h ere  w ere a l s o  a few r e s p o n s e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f 
F u l l e r ' s  t h i r d  s ta g e  o f d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  Im pact S ta g e . 
S u p e r io r  and e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  u s u a l ly  d o m in a te  t h i s  
d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s t a g e ,  w here t e a c h e r s  show c o n c e rn  w ith  t h e i r  
im p ac t on s t u d e n t s ,  b u t in  a d d i t i o n  th e y  a re  c o n ce rn e d  w ith  
h e lp in g  o th e r  s t u d e n t s ,  o th e r  c la s s ro o m s , th e  s c h o o l a s  a
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w hole , and th e  t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h is  ty p e  o f  c o n c e rn  
u s u a l ly  d e v e lo p s  o v e r y e a r s  o f e x p e r ie n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e
r e s e a r c h e r  found  th e  few r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  c e n te r e d  on t h i s
ty p e  o f  c o n c e rn  s u r p r i s i n g  and e n c o u ra g in g . F o r ex am p le , 
one t e a c h e r  re s p o n d e d , " I  am c o n c e rn e d  t h a t  I am te a c h in g  
in  su c h  a m anner so  t h a t  my s tu d e n t s  can  le a r n  a s  much a s  
t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  a llo w s  th e m .” O th e rs  a sk e d , "A re my 
s tu d e n t s  l e a r n in g  from  me?" "Am I b e in g  a  good r o l e  m odel?" 
A n o th e r s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s / h e r  g r e a t e s t  f e a r  was " t h a t  I am
g iv in g  e v e ry  c h i l d  a l l  t h a t  I ami I 'm  a f r a i d  I  may be 
m is s in g  so m e th in g  o r s p e n d in g  to o  much tim e  w ith  o th e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s . "  T hese c o n c e rn s  go beyond th e  S u r v iv a l  and 
T ask  S ta g e s ,  t o  a b ro a d e r  c o n c e rn  a b o u t im p ro v in g  e d u c a tio n  
f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  A c co rd in g  to  F u l l e r ,  th e s e  ty p e s  o f  
c o n c e rn s  e x e m p lify  th e  Im p ac t S ta g e  o f  t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
A long w ith  th e s e  p r e d i c t e d  and meh r e s e a rc h e d  
c o n c e rn s ,  some new, u n p re c e d e n te d  c o n c e rn s  em erged a s  w e l l ,  
w hich  d id  n o t  n e a t l y  f i t  i n to  th e  fram ew orks o f  F u l l e r  o r  
Veenman. Two new id e a s  t h a t  em erged from  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere 
th e  c o n c e rn s  o v e r b a la n c in g  f a m ily  and c a r e e r ,  and a
c o n c e rn  a b o u t jo b  s e c u r i t y .  F our t e a c h e r s  re sp o n d ed  t h a t
t h e i r  m ain c o n c e rn  was w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e y  would have a jo b
to  tu r n  to  n e x t  y e a r .  One t e a c h e r  w ro te  t h a t  h i s / h e r  main
c o n c e rn  was " n e g le c t in g  my fa m ily  f o r  th e  j o b ."  C e r t a in l y  
th e s e  a r e  n o t  new c o n c e rn s  f o r  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t
on es w hich  may be becom ing more p ro m in e n t.
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As. a first y e a r , t e a c h e r . w hat h a s  been, y o u r  b i g g e s t  sh o c k ?
Q u e s tio n  num ber two was n o t  a n a ly z e d  u s in g  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  fram ew ork . The r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  o r i g in a t e d  from  
t h i s  q u e s t io n  c o u ld  n o t  be n e a t l y  s e g r e g a te d  i n to  F u l l e r ' s  
t h r e e  s t a g e s  o f t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t, a l th o u g h  a l a r g e  
p o r t io n  o f  th e  comments c o u ld  be c a te g o r i z e d  in  th e  
S u r v iv a l  S ta g e .  Nor d id  th e y  p r e c i s e l y  r e f l e c t  V eenm an's 
s tu d y  o f  th e  m ost common p ro b lem s r e p o r t e d  by b e g in n in g
t e a c h e r s .  I n s t e a d ,  th e  a n sw e rs  w ere b ro k en  i n to  a number
o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  " s h o c k " , in c lu d in g  p e r s o n a l  
sh o c k s  a b o u t th e m s e lv e s  a s  t e a c h e r s ,  a sh o c k  a b o u t th e
a c t u a l  jo b  o f  t e a c h in g ,  a shock  r e v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  
s t u d e n t s ,  a b o u t p a r e n t s ,  and a  sh o c k  in v o lv in g  c o w o rk e rs .
T hose whose g r e a t e s t  shock  was a b o u t th e  a c t u a l  d a i l y  
b u s in e s s  o f  b e in g  a t e a c h e r  made up th e  m a jo r i t y .  E ig h te e n  
t e a c h e r s '  comm ents o u t  o f  f o r ty - o n e  had so m e th in g  to  do 
w ith  th e  d a y - to - d a y  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  t e a c h in g ,  su c h  a s
becom ing o r g a n iz e d ,  l e a r n in g  to  w r i t e  d e t a i l e d  le s s o n  
p l a n s ,  and h a n d lin g  d i f f i c u l t  d i s c i p l i n e  p ro b le m s . One 
te a c h e r  summed a l l  th e s e  up by s a y in g ,  "My b ig g e s t  shock  
h as  been  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  p ap erw o rk  ( u s e l e s s  s t u f f ,  fo rm s , 
e t c . )  and d e a l in g  w ith  d i s c i p l i n e . "  As th e s e  f i r s t - y e a r  
t e a c h e r s  d i s c o v e r e d ,  " te a c h in g "  in v o lv e s  t h in g s  to  w hich 
th e y  had n e v e r  g iv e n  much th o u g h t— su c h  a s  s c h e d u l in g ,  
d e a l in g  w ith  p a r e n t s ,  th e  " e x t r a "  tim e  s p e n t  on p ap e rw o rk , 
and th e  num ber o f  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  t h a t  can o c c u r  in  a r e g u la r  
s c h o o l  d a y . T hese  th in g s  m ig h t n o t  seem t h a t  im p o r ta n t ,
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b u t  a r e  v e ry  tim e  consum ing . One t e a c h e r  commented t h a t  
h e r  b ig g e s t  sh o ck  was " j u s t  k e e p in g  t r a c k  o f w h o 's  w here
and w hen!" "T e a c h e r"  m eans f a r  more th a n  i n s t r u c t o r  o r
e d u c a to r ,  i t  h as  come to  mean d i s c i p l i n a r i a n ,  o r g a n iz e r ,  
p l a n n e r ,  m o t iv a to r ,  m an ag er, and c o u n s e lo r .
What " t e a c h i n g ” a c t u a l l y  e n t a i l s  may have been  th e  
b ig g e s t  sh o ck  f o r  th e s e  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  th e  number 
o f  r e s p o n s e s  c e n t e r i n g  on th e  s tu d e n t s  a s  th e  g r e a t e s t
sh o ck  came in  a c lo s e  se c o n d . T hese  t e a c h e r s  seem ed to  be
shocked  by th e  la c k  o f  r e s p e c t  th e  s t u d e n t s  showed to w a rd s  
them , how l i t t l e  th e  s tu d e n t s  w ere m o tiv a te d ,  and by t h e i r  
a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e  to  c a r e  w h e th e r  th e y  l e a r n  o r n o t .
"T h in g s  have changed  s in c e  I g r a d u a te d ,"  commented one 
t e a c h e r ,  " s t u d e n t s  no lo n g e r  r e s p e c t  a u t h o r i t y . "  The 
s t u d e n t ' s  la c k  o f  r e s p e c t  w a s n 't  th e  o n ly  th in g  t h a t
sh o ck ed  th e s e  f i r s t - y e a r  t e a c h e r s .  T h e i r  la c k  o f
m o t iv a t io n ,  u n w i l l in g n e s s  to  l e a r n ,  and g e n e r a l  bad
a t t i t u d e  a b o u t s c h o o l  shocked  th e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s .
One t e a c h e r  re m a rk e d , " s tu d e n t s  j u s t  d o n ' t  c a r e  a t  a l l ! "
The t h i r d  m ost r e p o r te d  ty p e  o f  sh o c k  e n c o u n te re d  by
th e s e  f i r s t - y e a r  t e a c h e r s  re v o lv e d  a ro u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e
p o s i t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r .  Some w ere amazed a t  how much s t r e s s
and f r u s t r a t i o n  th e y  f e l t ,  w h ile  o t h e r s  w ere p l e a s a n t l y
s u r p r i s e d  to  f in d  t h a t  t e a c h in g  w a s n 't  a s  d i f f i c u l t  a s  th e y
th o u g h t  i t  would b e . "How much I have to  l e a r n , "  was one
t e a c h e r 's  b ig g e s t  sh o c k , w h ile  a n o th e r  w ro te ,  " i t ' s  e a s i e r
th a n  I th o u g h t i t  would b e !"  I t  seem s t h a t  th e s e  t e a c h e r s
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e i t h e r  had a g l o r i f i e d  p r e c o n c e p t io n  o f  t e a c h in g ,  hence  th e  
b ig g e s t  sh o ck  became how s t r e s s f u l  o r  f r u s t r a t i n g  th e  jo b
w as, o r  th e y  had t h e i r  d o u b ts  a b o u t th e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and th e
f i r s t  y e a r  o f te a c h in g  h e lp e d  r e a s s u r e  them  t h a t  th e y  had
made th e  c o r r e c t  c h o ic e .
The comments a b o u t p a r e n t s  and c o -w o rk e rs  in  r e s p o n s e  
to  th e  q u e s t io n  a b o u t th e  g r e a t e s t  sh o ck  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  
o f  te a c h in g  w ere few in  num ber, b u t  seem ed to  be v e ry
n e g a t iv e .  One te a c h e r  w ro te  t h a t  h e r  g r e a t e s t  sh o ck  was 
"how m is e r a b le  m ost t e a c h e r s  r e a l l y  a r e , ” a n o th e r  s im p ly  
s t a t e d  t h a t  f o r  h e r ,  th e  b ig g e s t  sh o ck  was " p a r e n t s ! "  
W hether t h i s  comment was m eant to  e x p re s s  th e  t e a c h e r 's  
f r u s t r a t i o n  a b o u t how l i t t l e  o r  how much th e  p a r e n t s  w ere 
in v o lv e d  in  s c h o o l  can  o n ly  be g u e s s e d — i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  a
l i t t l e  o f  b o th .
The re s p o n s e s  to  t h i s  seco n d  q u e s t io n  a b o u t th e  
t e a c h e r s '  b ig g e s t  sh o ck  in  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  w ere v a r i e d ,  
b u t  seem ed to  f a l l  i n to  th e  f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  "sh o ck "  t h a t  
th e  r e s e a r c h e r  c r e a t e d .  Many t e a c h e r s '  g r e a t e s t  shock  
o r i g i n a t e d  from  th e  ty p e  o f work h a b i t  t h a t  th e  jo b
in v o lv e s ,  b u t to  w hich th e y  had g iv e n  l i t t l e  th o u g h t .  For 
i n s t a n c e ,  te a c h in g  in v o lv e s  m o u n ta in s  o f  p a p e rw o rk , 
u n p la n n e d  i n t e r r u p t i o n s ,  o r g a n iz a t io n  s k i l l s ,  and th e  
e x p e r t i s e  o f d i s c i p l i n i n g .  F o r o t h e r s ,  th e  sh o c k  stemmed 
from  th e  s t u d e n t s .  I t  came a s  a s u r p r i s e  to  th e s e  t e a c h e r s  
t h a t  th e  s tu d e n t s  d id  n o t  r e s p e c t  them , w ere n o t  m o tiv a te d .
and d id  n o t  seem to  c a r e  a b o u t s c h o o l  o r  w h e th e r  th e y
22
le a r n e d  a n y th in g .  The g r e a t e s t  sh o ck  f o r  some o th e r
t e a c h e r s  a ro s e  from  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  r o l e  o f t e a c h e r .
W hile some seem ed r e l i e v e d  t h a t  t e a c h in g  was n o t  a s  
d i f f i c u l t  a s  th e y  had c o n c e iv e d  i t  t o  b e , o th e r s  were 
sh o ck ed  a b o u t how s t r e s s e d  and f r u s t r a t e d  th e y  had become 
o v e r  t h e i r  j o b s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n o th e r  one o f  th e  sh o c k s  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  
was a b o u t t h e i r  c o w o rk e rs , and th e  p a r e n t s  o f  th e  s t u d e n t s .  
E x a c t ly  w hat shocked  them  a b o u t th e s e  two g ro u p s  was n o t  
e x a c t l y  s t a t e d ,  and can  o n ly  be s u rm is e d .
Khat has. boon. your most, s i g n i f i c a n t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  t h i a  
sch o o l zeacZ.
The r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  t h i r d  q u e s t io n  w ere a s s e s s e d  w ith  
th e  Fram ew ork o f  F ra n c e s  F u l l e r  in  m ind, f e r r e t i n g  o u t 
S u r v i v a l ,  T ask , and Im p ac t S t a g e - l i k e  r e a c t i o n s  to  th e  
q u e s t io n .  Some o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  a b o u t 
t h e i r  a cc o m p lish m e n ts  w ere v e ry  p e r s o n a l  and i n d iv i d u a l  in  
n a t u r e ,  o t h e r s  v e ry  g e n e r a l  and common, y e t  a l l  seem ed to  
c o r re s p o n d  w e ll  to  one o f  F u l l e r ' s  t h r e e  s t a g e s  o f  t e a c h e r  
d e v e lo p m e n t.
The num ber o f  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  seem ed r e l e v a n t  to  
F u l l e r ' s  f i r s t  s ta g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  S u r v iv a l  S ta g e , 
was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  g iv e n  t h a t  a l l  th e  t e a c h e r s  q u e s t io n e d
w ere n o v ic e s .  E ig h te e n  o f  th e  a n sw ers  o u t  o f f o r ty - o n e  
c o u ld  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  S u r v iv a l  S ta g e  r e s p o n s e s .  In  
t h i s  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  t e a c h e r s  
c e n t e r  on t h e i r  own adequacy  and co m p e ten ce . B ecause  o f
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th e s e  c o n c e rn s ,  i t  w ould seem o n ly  l o g i c a l  t h a t  th e
t e a c h e r s  in  t h i s  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f d ev e lo p m en t w ould c i t e  v e ry  
p e r s o n a l  and in d iv i d u a l  a c c o m p lish m e n ts ; t h e i r  fo c u s  i s  on 
th e m s e lv e s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  in  t h i s
c a te g o r y  began  w ith  th e  word " I " .  " I  was a b le  to  o rg a n iz e  
m y se lf  and g e t  t h in g s  done on t i m e . ” " I  f e e l  v e ry  much in  
c o n t r o l  o f  my c l a s s .  C lassro o m  m anagem ent has g o t te n  
e a s i e r . ” " I  have won th e  t r u s t  and lo v e  from  many
c h i l d r e n . "  The a c c o m p lish m e n ts  o f  th e  t e a c h e r s  in  t h i s  
f i r s t  s t a g e  o f d e v e lo p m e n t a r e  v e ry  t e a c h e r - c e n te r e d ,  
p ro b a b ly  b e c a u se  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn s  a t  th e  o n s la u g h t
o f  te a c h in g  fo c u s e d  on t h e i r  own s u r v i v a l .
J u s t  a s  th e  t e a c h e r s '  c o n c e rn s  s h i f t  away from  
th e m s e lv e s  and to w ard  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  a s  th e y  e n t e r  th e  
second  s t a g e  o f  t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t, so  do t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  
o f  a cc o m p lish m e n ts  change a l s o .  T e a c h e rs  in  t h i s  seco n d  
s ta g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, known a s  th e  T ask  S ta g e , t y p i c a l l y  
a r e  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t su c h  th in g s  a s  m aking b e t t e r  le s s o n  
p la n s  and t r y i n g  d i f f e r e n t  te a c h in g  s t r a t e g i e s .  The 
a c c o m p lish m e n ts  r e p o r te d  by th e s e  t e a c h e r s  p a r a l l e l  t h e i r  
c o n c e rn s .  For exam p le , one t e a c h e r 's  r e a c t i o n  to  th e  
q u e s t io n  a b o u t th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  acco m p lish m en t was 
" W rit in g  c u r r ic u lu m s  f o r  so m e th in g  I have n o t ta u g h t  y e t . "  
A no ther com m ented, " I  have been  a b le  to  fo rm u la te  a p la n  o f 
a c t io n  f o r  n e x t  y e a r . ” Ten r e s p o n s e s  o u t o f th e  f o r ty - o n e  
w ere c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f th e  T ask  S ta g e  o f  t e a c h e r
d e v e lo p m e n t.
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F i n a l l y ,  tw e lv e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  th e  f o r ty - o n e  w ere 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  F u l l e r ' s  t h i r d  s ta g e  o f  t e a c h e r  
d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  Im pac t S ta g e .  J u s t  a s  th e  num ber o f
r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  a b o u t t e a c h e r  c o n c e rn  t h a t
f i t  t h i s  c a te g o r y  was s u r p r i s i n g ,  i t  was a l s o  u n e x p e c te d  
t h a t  a lm o s t a t h i r d  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  a b o u t t e a c h e r  
a c c o m p lish m e n ts  f i t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t a s  w e l l .  The 
Im pac t S ta g e  i s  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s
who a re  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t h e lp in g  th e  te a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n  a s  
a w ho le . The m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  a cc o m p lish m en ts  f o r  th e s e  
ty p e  o f  t e a c h e r s  w ere su c h  th in g s  a s  "H e lp in g  c h i ld r e n  
re a c h  g o a ls  t h e y 'v e  n e v e r  been  a b le  to  m eet b e f o r e , "  and
"D e v e lo p in g  th e  s t u d e n t s '  w r i t in g  a b i l i t i e s . "
O v e r a l l ,  th e  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  c i t e d  by th e s e  t e a c h e r s
ran g e d  from  su ch  common th in g s  a s  "K eep ing  my head  above 
w a te r ,"  to  su c h  u n iq u e  th in g s  a s  " B r in g in g  o u t  two 
r e l u c t a n t  w r i t e r s . "  H a lf  o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  w ere 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  S u r v iv a l  S ta g e , y e t  r e s p o n s e s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  T ask  and Im pac t S ta g e s  t o g e th e r  made 
up th e  o th e r  h a l f .
tthai. one. a i s c a  o f . a d v ic e  HOllld. YOU g i v e  a  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r ?
Q u e s tio n  number f o u r  was e v a lu a te d  u s in g  V eenm an's
s tu d y  on th e  e ig h t  m ost common p ro b lem s r e p o r t e d  by
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s .  Veenman r e p o r te d  t h a t  b e g in n in g
te a c h e r s  te n d  to  l i s t  c la s s ro o m  d i s c i p l i n e  a s  th e  m ost 
common p ro b lem , fo llo w e d  by m o tiv a t in g  s t u d e n t s ,  d e a l in g
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w ith  i n d iv i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  p a r e n t  r e l a t i o n s ,  p la n n in g  
c l a s s  w ork , e v a lu a t in g  s tu d e n t  w ork, i n s u f f i c i e n t  m a t e r i a l s  
and s u p p l i e s ,  an d , f i n a l l y ,  d e a l in g  w ith  s t u d e n t s '  p e r s o n a l  
p ro b le m s . The r e s e a r c h e r  u sed  th e  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  th e  
t e a c h e r s  would ten d  to  o f f e r  a d v ic e  in  th e  a r e a s  w hich  th e y  
e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t y .  A la r g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e  
a d v ic e  o f f e r e d  by th e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  c o u ld  be 
c a t e g o r i z e d  i n to  one o f  V eenm an 's e ig h t  g ro u p s , b u t  two 
d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  a d v ic e  d id  em erge from  t h i s  
q u e s t io n  a s  w e l l .  One g ro u p  a d v is e d  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  to  
l e a r n  from  th e  know ledge and e x p e r ie n c e  o f  v e te r a n  
t e a c h e r s .  The o th e r  c a u t io n e d  t h a t  s t r e s s  and f r u s t r a t i o n  
w ould ta k e  i t ' s  t o l l ,  b u t  to  n o t  g iv e  up so  so o n .
The l a r g e s t  am ount o f  a d v ic e  was g iv e n  in  th e  a r e a  o f 
t h i s  "new" c a te g o r y  d e a l in g  w ith  s t r e s s  and f r u s t r a t i o n .
Of th e  t e a c h e r s  who re sp o n d e d  in  t h i s  way, s i x  u sed  th e  
word " p re p a re "  to  o f f e r  a d v ic e  a b o u t d e a l in g  w ith  th e s e  
t e n s io n s .  One te a c h e r  a d v is e d ,  "Be p re p a re d  to  r e c e iv e  o r 
have a l o t  o f bad m om en ts/o r th e  bad moments w i l l  seem to  
o u tw e ig h  th e  good o n e s . B u t, d o n ' t  g iv e  u p !"  A n o th e r 
t e a c h e r  s a i d ,  "Be p re p a re d  to  g iv e  a l l  you r t im e , p a t i e n c e ,  
and c a r e .  As w e ll  a s ,  be re a d y  f o r  an o v e ra b u n d an c e  o f 
s t r e s s . "  The te a c h e r s  seem to  be s a y in g  t h a t  th e y  have 
e x p e r ie n c e d  a l o t  o f a n x ie ty  and s t r e s s  from  t h e i r  j o b s ,  
b u t  th e y  n e v e r  succum bed to  i t .  "You a re  g o in g  to  f a i l  
b e h in d , d o n 't  g iv e  up th o u g h . J u s t  d o n 't  l e t  i t  b r in g  you 
d o w n ,” w e re  t h e  w o rd s  o f  o n e  n o v ic e  t e a c h e r .
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Out o f V eenm an's l i s t  o f th e  e ig h t  m ost common 
p ro b lem s r e p o r te d  by b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s ,  e le v e n  o f  th e
t e a c h e r s  q u e s t io n e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  re sp o n d e d  to  p rob lem
number f i v e ,  p la n n in g  c l a s s  w ork, when a sk ed  to  g iv e  a d v ic e
to  o th e r  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s .  The a d v ic e  o f f e r e d  in  t h i s
a r e a  ran g e d  from  su c h  th in g s  a s  "B reak  down e ac h  le s s o n
in to  s m a ll  seg m en ts  and slow  dow n," to  "know w hat you w i l l  
be d o in g  f a r  in  a d v a n c e - - ru n  p a p e r s  o f f ,  re a d  m a t e r i a l ,  
g a th e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e t c . "  The num ber o f  r e s p o n s e s  in  t h i s
a r e a  seem to  c o r re s p o n d  w ith  th e  num ber o f  t e a c h e r s  who
r e p o r te d  in  q u e s t io n  one t h a t  p la n n in g  c l a s s  work was one
o f  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn s .
E ig h t  r e s p o n s e s  o u t  o f  th e  f o r ty - o n e  gave a d v ic e  on 
c la s s ro o m  d i s c i p l i n e ,  th e  num ber one r e p o r te d  p ro b lem  in
V eenm an 's s tu d y .  One t e a c h e r 's  a d v ic e  was to  “know w hat
c o n se q u e n c e s  w i l l  be f o r  c e r t a i n  a c t i o n s  and t e l l  th e  
s t u d e n t s  t h e s e . "  A no ther s u g g e s te d  to  "have a s  few r u l e s  
a s  p o s s ib l e  and e n fo rc e  them a s  much a s  you can from  day
o n e ." A ga in , th e  number o f t e a c h e r s  who gave a d v ic e  on 
c la s s ro o m  d i s c i p l i n e  was c lo s e  in  num ber to  th o s e  who, in
th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n ,  r e p o r te d  t h i s  to  be t h e i r  b ig g e s t
c o n c e r n .
A s m a ll  number o f t e a c h e r s  a l s o  gave a d v ic e  on
m o tiv a t in g  s t u d e n t s ,  d e a l in g  w ith  i n d iv i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,
and p a r e n t  r e l a t i o n s ,  th e  se c o n d , t h i r d ,  and f o u r th  m ost
common p ro b le m s r e p o r te d  by b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  a c c o rd in g ,
to  V eenm an 's s tu d y .  But th e s e  t e a c h e r s  a ls o  o f f e r e d  a d v is e
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on a new s u b j e c t :  t h e i r  p e e r s .  "Take a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  
know ledge v e te r a n  t e a c h e r s  have from  e x p e r ie n c e .  Be open 
to  s u g g e s t io n s ,  and d o n 't  be shy  a b o u t g o in g  to  them  f o r
a d v ic e ,"  one t e a c h e r  s u g g e s te d .  A n o th e r a d v is e d ,  "G et to  
know y o u r c o l le a g u e s  b e t t e r ,  and e n jo y  them  d u r in g  lu n ch  
h o u r , a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  once a m onth, b e fo r e  sc h o o l in  th e
A.M." Two t e a c h e r s  r e p o r t e d  c o w o rk e rs  to  be t h e i r  b ig g e s t  
c o n c e rn  in  q u e s t io n  num ber o n e , y e t  f o u r  t e a c h e r s  su g g e s te d
t h a t  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  sh o u ld  heed th e  a d v ic e  o f  v e te r a n
t e a c h e r s  in  r e s p o n s e  to  q u e s t io n  num ber f o u r .
Most o f th e  a d v ic e  g iv e n  by th e  f o r ty - o n e  t e a c h e r s  who
re sp o n d e d  to  th e  q u e s t io n  was a b o u t one o f  V eenm an 's e ig h t  
m ost common p ro b lem s r e p o r te d  by b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t 
two new c a t e g o r i e s  em erged from  t h i s  q u e s t io n  a s  w e l l .
T hese  t e a c h e r s  a l s o  a d v is e d  o th e r  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  to  
hang in  t h e r e ,  n o t  to  g iv e  up , and to  a sk  f o r  h e lp  from
y o u r c o l le a g u e s  who have th e  b e n e f i t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .
Briefly d e s c r i b e  on e  im p o r ta n t  t h i n g  y ou  h a v e  learned a b o u t  yourself t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r .
Q u e s tio n  number f i v e  was a d i f f i c u l t  one to  a n a ly z e .
I t  seem ed im p o s s ib le  and i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to  s tu d y  th e s e
a n sw e rs  u s in g  th e  g u i d e l i n e s  t h a t  F u l l e r  and Veenman 
p r e s c r i b e d ,  s im p ly  b e c a u se  t h i s  was an a r e a  o f u n e x p lo re d
t e r r i t o r y .  F u l l e r  and Veenman exam ined th e  l i v e s  of
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  in  te rm s  o f t h e i r  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s ,
y e t  o v e r lo o k e d  what th e s e  t e a c h e r s  w ere d i s c o v e r in g  a b o u t
th e m s e lv e s  a lo n g  th e  way. T ru e , many o f  th e s e  d i s c o v e r i e s
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c o u ld  be te rm ed  " S u r v iv a l , "  " T a s k ,"  o r  " Im p ac t S ta g e "  as
f a r  a s  w hat th e  s ta te m e n ts  r e v e a l  a b o u t th e s e  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t
th e  r e s e a r c h e r  ch o se  to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  th e  s ta te m e n ts  in  a
d i f f e r e n t  m anner: a s  s e l f - e f f i c a c y  and v i r t u e  s t a te m e n t s .
The s t a te m e n t s  t h a t  c o u ld  be d e s c r ib e d  a s
s e l f - e f f i c a c y  s ta te m e n ts  w ere c o m p rise d  o f  b o th  p o s i t i v e  
and n e g a t iv e  a s p e c t s  o f  w hat th e s e  t e a c h e r s  le a r n e d  a b o u t 
th e m s e lv e s ,  th o u g h  th e  p o s i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o u tw e ig h ed
th e  n e g a t iv e  n e a r ly  tw o - to - o n e .  " I  can" was t y p i c a l l y  th e
b e g in n in g  o f many o f th e  p o s i t i v e  s t a te m e n t s ,  fo llo w e d  by
w h a te v e r  im passe  th e y  had overcom e. " I  can  work w ith  any 
ty p e  o f s t u d e n t , ” “ I can  do w h a te v e r I p u t  my mind t o , ” " I
can  t e a c h , ” and " I  can be more c o n f id e n t  and a s s e r t i v e  th a n
I th o u g h t  p o s s i b l e , "  a r e  j u s t  a few good ex am p le s .
W hile t h e r e  w ere many c o n s t r u c t iv e  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t
th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t e a c h in g ,  n in e  t e a c h e r s  o u t o f  th e  
f o r ty - o n e  q u e s t io n e d  d is c o v e r e d  some in e p t  q u a l i t i e s  a b o u t 
th e m s e lv e s  a s  w e l l .  " I 'm  n o t  a s  o rg a n iz e d  a s  I sh o u ld  be 
f o r  my s t u d e n t s , "  " I  have a l o t  to  l e a r n , "  and "My p a t ie n c e
can  w ear o u t , "  a r e  a few e x am p le s . One t e a c h e r  com m ented,
" I  am fo c u s e d  on my te a c h in g  to  a p o in t  t h a t  i s  u n h e a l th y  
a t  t im e s .  I need  to  say  t h a t  I c a n n o t a c c o m p lish  c e r t a i n  
t a s k s  in  one n i g h t . "  In  t h i s  c a s e ,  i t  w a s n 't  a la c k  o f  an
a t t r i b u t e  in  h e r s e l f  t h a t  t h i s  t e a c h e r  found to  be a v ic e ,
b u t  h e r p e r s e v e ra n c e  to  a t a s k  to  a p o in t  w hich she  found
d e t r i m e n t a l .
Beyond d i s c o v e r in g  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  o r c o u ld  n o t do
29
c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  th e s e  t e a c h e r s  a l s o  u n co v ered  some v i r t u o u s
q u a l i t i e s  a b o u t th e m s e lv e s  a s  w e l l .  At th e  c e n t e r  o f th e s e
v i r t u e s  was p a t i e n c e .  T h is  a s s e t  was m en tio n ed  f i v e  t im e s
o u t o f  th e  e ig h t  t e a c h e r s  who made a v i r t u e  s ta te m e n t .  " I
have a l o t  o f  p a t i e n c e ! "  commented one t e a c h e r ,  th e
e x c la m a tio n  p o in t  a lm o s t e m p h a s iz in g  th e  s u r p r i s e .  A n o th e r 
t e a c h e r  w ro te , " I 'v e  le a r n e d  t h a t  p a t i e n c e  i s  a v e ry  
im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  in  t e a c h i n g . . .  and a good s e n s e  o f hum or."
C om passion  was a n o th e r  v i r t u e  one te a c h e r  found  w i th in
h e r s e l f .  "My s t r o n g  co m p ass io n  f o r  e ac h  i n d iv i d u a l  c h i l d  
and how d e d ic a te d  I am to  my c a r e e r , "  i s  w hat sh e  le a rn e d  
a b o u t h e r s e l f .  P a t ie n c e  and co m p ass io n  seem to  be two 
e s s e n t i a l  t r a i t s  in  th e  t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s i o n .
What one. thing. aouid. you ch a n g e  a b o u t  y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  
t e a c h in g ?
The s i x t h  and f i n a l  q u e s t io n  ask ed  th e  t e a c h e r s  w hat 
one th in g  th e y  would change  a b o u t t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  o f 
t e a c h in g ,  i f  th e y  c o u ld . The r e s p o n s e s  were a n a ly z e d
a c c o rd in g  to  L a c e y 's  S o c i a l i z a t i o n  Fram ew ork.
L a c e y 's  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s  a ro u n d  how t e a c h e r s  re sp o n d
to  t h e i r  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s . F o r i n s t a n c e ,  some
t e a c h e r s  choose  to  conform  to  th e  p r a c t i c e s  s e t  by th e  new
s c h o o l  in  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  p ro b lem s e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  f i r s t
y e a r .  L acey  d e f in e s  t h i s  ty p e  o f  r e s p o n s e  a s  " i n t e r n a l i z e d
a d ju s tm e n t ."  Some t e a c h e r s  d e c id e  to  go a lo n g  w ith  th e  new 
p r a c t i c e s ,  even w h ile  n o t b e in g  c o n v in c e d  by them . T h is  i s
known a s  " s t r a t e g i c  c o m p lia n c e ."  F i n a l l y ,  some te a c h e r s
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c o n s c io u s ly  t r y  to  change  o r  re fo rm  th e  s c h o o l  s i t u a t i o n ,  
and t h i s  i s  d e f in e d  by L acey a s  " s t r a t e g i c  r e d e f i n i t i o n . "
S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f th e  r e s p o n s e s  to  t h i s
q u e s t io n  a b o u t change c o u ld  be d e f in e d  a s  s t r a t e g i c
r e d e f i n i t i o n  s t a te m e n t s .  Most o f  th e  t e a c h e r s  seem ed to
w ant to  change  so m e th in g  a b o u t t h e i r  m ethod o f t e a c h in g  o r 
t h e i r  s c h o o l  s i t u a t i o n .  For exam p le , one t e a c h e r  w ro te , " I
would change  th e  s t r u c t u r e  and r o u t in e  o f  my c l a s s  to
r e f l e c t  e v e r y th in g  I have le a r n e d  so f a r . "  A n o th e r t e a c h e r
w ro te ,  " I  would n o t have ta u g h t  an a c c e l e r a t e d  c l a s s  a s  a 
f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r ! "  Most o f th e  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  c o u ld  be
c a te g o r i z e d  a s  s t r a t e g i c  r e d e f i n i t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  a need  to
change  so m e th in g  a b o u t th e  t e a c h e r s  th e m s e lv e s ,  a l th o u g h  a
few w anted  to  make a change in  th e  s c h o o l .  F o r exam ple ,
one t e a c h e r  com m ented, " I  had two d ay s  to  p r e p a r e — more
tim e  was n e e d e d !"
I t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e  from  th e  r e s p o n s e s  i f
th e  t e a c h e r s  w anted  to  o r  f e l t  a  need  to  conform  to  sc h o o l
norm s and r i t u a l s ,  even when th e y  d id  n o t  a g re e  w ith  them . 
The r e s p o n s e s  d id  n o t  i n d i c a t e  any f e e l i n g s  o f  o p p o s i t io n
to  c h an g e , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e y  seem ed to  s u g g e s t  a need
f o r  change  in  o r d e r  to  im p ro v e . F o r i n s t a n c e ,  one t e a c h e r  
w ro te , " I  w ould s t a r t  o f f  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  b e in g
more c o n s i s t e n t  in  my d i s c i p l i n e . "  " I  would be more
c r e a t i v e  and in v e n t iv e  w ith  te a c h in g  m e th o d s ,"  was a n o th e r  
r e s p o n s e .  Most o f th e  t e a c h e r s  f e l t  th e  need to  change
so m e th in g  a b o u t th e m s e lv e s .
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary th e  Hindi
The p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t o f f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  i s
becom ing a more p ro m in e n t c o n c e rn  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  and
u n i v e r s i t i e s  in  th e  1 9 9 0 's .  Many f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  e n te r
th e  c la s s ro o m  w ith  l i t t l e  e x p e r ie n c e  and an u n r e a l i s t i c
v iew  o f  w hat t e a c h in g  e n t a i l s .  Many b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  can
e x p e r ie n c e  a v a r i e t y  o f p ro b lem s w i th o u t  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  an
e n t r y - y e a r  s u p p o r t  p ro g ram . I t  was th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f th e
r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  c o n t r i b u t e  to  a f u l l e r
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r s  and o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s '
p e r s o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i v e s .
The s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n s  o f s i x t y  b e g in n in g  p u b l ic  s c h o o l 
t e a c h e r s  from  e ig h t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  in  B u t le r  C o u n ty , O hio 
w ere th e  fo c u s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s tu d y .  The p u rp o se  o f 
th e  s tu d y  was to  c o n d u c t a q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f th e  d a ta  
g e n e r a te d  from  an o p e n -e n d ed  q u e s t io n n a i r e  g iv e n  to  e ac h  o f
th e s e  s i x t y  t e a c h e r s .
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The i n i t i a l  re v ie w  o f  th e  d a ta  was g u id e d  by th e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  fram ew orks o f  F ra n c e s  F u l l e r  (1 9 6 9 ) ,  and F .C . 
L acey  (1 9 7 7 ) ,  and by th e  w r i t i n g  o f  S. Veenman (1 9 8 4 ) .
F ra n c e s  F u l l e r ' s  D e v e lo p m en ta l Fram ework d e f i n e s  th e  
p ro b le m s and c o n c e rn s  o f  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s ,  w h ile  F .C . 
L acey d e s c r i b e s  how t e a c h e r s  re sp o n d  to  th e s e  p ro b lem s and 
c o n c e rn s .  F i n a l l y ,  Veenman s y n th e s iz e d  th e  e x i s t i n g  
r e s e a r c h  b ased  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  p ro b lem s o f b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r s .  W hile th e  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c te d  by th e s e  th r e e  
r e s e a r c h e r s  g u id e d  th e  i n i t i a l  re v ie w  o f  th e  d a t a ,  t h i s  
s tu d y  was n o t l im i te d  to  th o s e  f i n d i n g s .  C o n s i s te n t  w ith  
th e  p r i n c i p l e s  u n d e r ly in g  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h ,  th e  
r e s e a r c h e r  re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  new fram ew orks c o u ld  em erge from  
t h i s  s tu d y .
W hile th e  w r i t in g s  o f Veenman a re  som ewhat c u r r e n t ,  
th e  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c te d  by F u l l e r  and L acey  w ere c o n d u c ted  
n e a r l y  tw e n ty  y e a r s  ag o . I t  i s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  th e  p ro b lem s 
and c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  have changed  w i th in  t h i s  
t im e , a s  has s o c i e t y ,  s c h o o l s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and t e a c h e r s .
One p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  s e e  i f  th e  somewhat 
d a te d  fram ew orks o f F u l l e r  and L acey s t i l l  h o ld  t r u e  to d a y , 
o r  i f  new fram ew orks a r e  now a p p l i c a b l e .  T h is  s tu d y  c o u ld  
a l s o  be v iew ed a s  th e  f i r s t  s t e p  in  a l a r g e r ,  o n g o in g  s tu d y  
o f  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h in g  e x p e r ie n c e ,  in  w hich  o th e r  
q u e s t i o n s  o f i n t e r e s t  may em erge . F i n a l l y ,  a s  a
p r o s p e c t iv e  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  hoped to  
g a in  i n s i g h t s  in to  th e  te a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n  w hich m igh t be
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h e lp f u l  in  h e r  own c r i t i c a l  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t e a c h in g .
The s i x t y  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  in v o lv e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  
w ere a sk ed  to  re sp o n d  in  w r i t i n g  to  a s e r i e s  o f  s i x  o p en -
ended q u e s t io n s .  (S ee  A ppend ix )
Two o f th e  q u e s t io n s  p osed  in  t h i s  s tu d y  w ere b u i l t
a ro u n d  F u l l e r ' s  D ev e lo p m en ta l F ram ew ork, two upon L a c e y 's  
S o c i a l i z a t i o n  Fram ew ork, and one on V eenm an's s y n t h e s i s  o f
th e  r e s e a r c h  on th e  p ro b lem s o f  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s .
F i n a l l y ,  th e  re m a in in g  q u e s t io n  was a sk ed  in  o r d e r  to  
s e a r c h  f o r  o th e r  p o s s ib l e  them es t h a t  would n o t  n e a t ly  f i t
i n to  th e  o th e r  c a t e g o r i e s .  The t e a c h e r s  w ere a sk ed  th e s e  
s i x  q u e s t io n s  on 5x7 in d e x  c a r d s  and g iv e n  a d e q u a te  sp a c e  
to  re s p o n d . The c a r d s  w ere s o r t e d  s i x  t im e s ,  s o r t i n g  l i k e  
r e s p o n s e s  to  e a c h  q u e s t io n  t h a t  was a sk e d , and u n iq u e
r e s p o n s e s  s e p a r a t e l y .  The r e s p o n s e s  w ere th e n  a n a ly z e d  to  
d i s c o v e r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s '  r e s p o n s e s  
w ere ones t h a t  F u l l e r ,  L acy , and Veenman would have
p r e d i c t e d .
C o n c lu s io n s
I t  was d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  many o f  th e  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  
th e s e  s i x t y  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  gave  w ere c o n s i s t e n t  w ith
e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  f i n d in g s .  F or ex am p le , many o f  th e s e
t e a c h e r s '  c o n c e rn s  were t y p i c a l  o f  F u l l e r ' s  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f
te a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t, and o f V eenm an 's r e s e a r c h  done in  t h i s  
a r e a .  H ow ever, new i n s i g h t s  w ere made in  th e  c o u rs e  o f
t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a s  w e l l .  Some new, u n p re c e d e n te d  c o n c e rn s
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em erged w hich d id  n o t  n e a t l y  f i t  i n to  th e  fram ew orks o f  
F u l l e r  o r  Veenman. Two new id e a s  t h a t  em erged from  t h i s
s tu d y  w ere th e  c o n c e rn s  o v e r b a la n c in g  fa m ily  and c a r e e r ,
and a c o n c e rn  a b o u t jo b  s e c u r i t y .  W hile th e s e  c o n c e rn s  may
n o t  be new to  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s ,  th e y  do seem to  be 
becom ing more p ro m in e n t on es in  th e  1 9 9 0 ' s .
The r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  q u e s t io n ,  "What h as been yo u r 
b ig g e s t  sh o ck  a s  a f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r ? "  w ere a l s o  o r i g i n a l  
and c o u ld  n o t be e a s i l y  c a te g o r i z e d  i n to  e x i s t i n g
t h e o r e t i c a l  fram ew o rk s . The a n sw e rs  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  w ere 
b ro k en  in to  a num ber o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  o f " sh o c k " , 
in c lu d in g  p e r s o n a l  sh o c k s  a b o u t th e m s e lv e s  a s  t e a c h e r s ,  
sh o c k s  a b o u t th e  a c t u a l  jo b  o f  t e a c h in g ,  sh o c k s  r e v o lv in g  
a ro u n d  th e  s t u d e n t s ,  a b o u t p a r e n t s ,  and sh o c k s  in v o lv in g
c o w o rk e rs .
The m ost common r e p o r te d  sh o ck  was t h a t  m ost o f th e  
t e a c h e r s  seem ed s tu n n e d  by th e  d a y - to - d a y  o c c u r re n c e s  o f 
t e a c h in g .  Many w ere amazed a t  how much tim e  was in v o lv e d
in  p la n n in g  l e s s o n s ,  g r a d in g  p a p e r s ,  and h a n d lin g  c la s s ro o m  
d i s c i p l i n e  p ro b le m s . As th e s e  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  
d i s c o v e r e d ,  " te a c h in g "  i s  o n ly  a s m a ll  p a r t  o f w hat a 
t e a c h e r  a c t u a l l y  d o es  e v e ry d a y .
The r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  q u e s t io n  a b o u t th e  m ost 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a cc o m p lish m en t made d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f 
te a c h in g  a l l  seem ed to  c o r re s p o n d  w e ll  to  one o f  F u l l e r ' s  
t h r e e  s t a g e s  o f t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t. What was s u r p r i s i n g
a b o u t th e  r e s p o n s e s  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n s  was th e  number w hich
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c o u ld  be c o n s id e re d  to  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f F u l l e r ' s  f i n a l  
s t a g e  o f t e a c h e r  d e v e lo p m e n t, th e  Im pac t S ta g e . T h is  s ta g e  
i s  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r s  who a re  
c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t h e lp in g  th e  t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n  a s  a w ho le . 
Y e t, a lm o s t  one t h i r d  o f  th e s e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  r e s p o n s e s  
to  t h i s  q u e s t io n  c o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  Im pac t S ta g e  in
n a t u r e .
A la r g e  p o r t io n  o f th e  a d v ic e  o f f e r e d  by th e s e  
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  to  o th e r  p r o s p e c t iv e  n o v ic e s  c o u ld  be 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n to  one o f  V eenm an 's e ig h t  g ro u p s  o f 
c o n c e rn , y e t  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  o f a d v ic e  d id  
em erge from  t h i s  q u e s t io n  a s  w e l l .  One g roup  o f  t e a c h e r s  
a d v is e d  o th e r  b e g in n e r s  to  l e a r n  from  th e  know ledge and
e x p e r ie n c e  o f v e te r a n  t e a c h e r s .  A n o th er c a u t io n e d  t h a t
s t r e s s  and f r u s t r a t i o n  w ould ta k e  i t ' s  t o l l ,  b u t  n o t  to  
g iv e  up to o  so o n .
F i n a l l y ,  when ask ed  a b o u t th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  th in g  
t h a t  th e y  had le a rn e d  a b o u t th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f 
t e a c h in g ,  th e s e  t e a c h e r s  had some v e ry  p e r s o n a l  s ta te m e n ts  
to  make. T hese s ta te m e n ts  w ere c h a r a c t e r i z e d  in  two ways: 
s e l f - e f f i c a c y  and v i r t u e  s t a te m e n t s .  " I  can" was t y p i c a l l y  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f many o f  th e  s e l f - e f f i c a c y  s t a te m e n t s ,  
fo llo w e d  by w h a tev e r im p asse  th e y  had overcom e. The v i r t u e
s ta te m e n t s  seemed to  c e n t e r  a ro u n d  th e  id e a s  o f  p a t i e n c e  
and c o m p a ss io n . In  th e  m inds o f  th e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  
q u e s t io n e d ,  th e  two t r a i t s  seem ed e s s e n t i a l  to  th e
p r o f e s s i o n .
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I m p l i c a t io n s
I t  i s  im p e ra t iv e  t h a t  s c h o o ls  o f f e r  p r e - s e r v i c e  
p ro g ram s f o r  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s .  B e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  e n t e r  
th e  c la s s ro o m  w ith  l i t t l e  e x p e r ie n c e ,  o th e r  th a n  t h e i r  
s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g ,  and a r e  e x p e c te d  to  do on th e  f i r s t  day  
o f  t e a c h in g  w hat o t h e r s  have le a r n e d  from  y e a r s  o f
e x p e r ie n c e .  Most new t e a c h e r s  e n t e r  th e  c la s s ro o m  w ith  an
u n r e a l i s t i c  v iew  o f w hat t e a c h in g  dem ands and o f  w hat th e y  
a r e  c a p a b le .  E n tr y - y e a r  p ro g ram s a r e  needed  to  s u p p o r t  new 
t e a c h e r s  in  t h a t  c r u c i a l  f i r s t  y e a r .  W ith o u t them , 
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  can e x p e r ie n c e  p h y s i c a l ,  e m o tio n a l ,  
a t t i t u d i n a l ,  and b e h a v io r a l  p ro b le m s .
T hese e n t r y  y e a r  p ro g ram s s h o u ld  be d e s ig n e d  to  h e lp  
f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  o b ta in  a d e q u a te  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
r e s o u r c e s ,  m o tiv a te  s t u d e n t s ,  com m unicate  w ith  c o l l e a g u e s ,  
r e c e iv e  e m o tio n a l  s u p p o r t ,  and a d j u s t  to  th e  te a c h in g  
e n v iro n m e n t. To m eet th e s e  n e e d s , m en to r t e a c h e r s  o r 
" s u p p o r t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s "  co u ld  be a s s ig n e d  to  each  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r .  T hese  m en to rs  can b e n e f i t  th e  b e g in n in g  te a c h e r  
l e a r n  l e a d e r s h ip  q u a l i t i e s ,  m ethods o f  s u r v i v a l ,  
com m un ica tion  s k i l l s ,  and th e  s k i l l s  o f th e  te a c h in g
p r o f e s s io n  .
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At th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  l e v e l ,  p r o s p e c t iv e  t e a c h e r s  
s h o u ld  have a c c e s s  to  more h a n d s-o n  c la s s ro o m  e x p e r ie n c e
th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o l l e g e  y e a r s ,  n o t  j u s t  in  th e  s e n i o r  y e a r
o f  s tu d e n t  t e a c h in g .  C o lle g e  i n t e r n s h i p s  in  th e  sc h o o l
sy s te m s  c o u ld  p ro v id e  th e  i n s i g h t  and s k i l l s  n eed ed  fo r
p r o s p e c t iv e  t e a c h e r s .
F i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  sh o u ld  a l s o  have a forum  f o r
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e i r  p ro b le m s , c o n c e rn s ,  and a cc o m p lish m en ts  
w ith  o th e r  n o v ic e s .  T hrough  th e s e  fo ru m s , o r t e a c h e r
p a n e l s ,  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  can  p ro v id e  fe e d b a c k  to  each
o t h e r ,  g a in  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  a re  n o t
a lo n e  in  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  and a c t u a l l y  l e a r n  from  each
o t h e r .
F i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  a ls o  need  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  in c lu d e s  a 
know ledge o f  F u l l e r ' s  r e s e a r c h  on th e  s t a g e s  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  
u n d e rg o , and o f V eenm an 's s y n th e s iz e d  s tu d y  o f th e  p ro b lem s 
and c o n c e rn s  t h a t  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  f a c e .  W ith t h i s
know ledge , b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  can  more s u c c e s s f u l l y  make
th e  t r a n s i t i o n  from  n o v ic e  to  e x p e r ie n c e d  t e a c h e r .
R ecom m endations E o r R e se a rc h
A lth o u g h  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  has p ro v id e d  i n s i g h t  in to  th e
p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f th e  b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  o f to d a y ,
th e r e  a r e  many a r e a s  o f  u n e x p lo re d  t e r r i t o r y  on t h i s
s u b j e c t .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  d id  n o t  ta k e  in to
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  any d em o g rap h ic  in f o r m a t io n  on th e  t e a c h e r s
q u e s t io n e d .  Age, s u b je c t  t a u g h t ,  and g ra d e  l e v e l  a re  j u s t
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a few o f  th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o u ld  in f lu e n c e  a t e a c h e r 's  v iew
on t h e i r  f i r s t  y e a r  in  th e  c la s s ro o m .
The e n t r y - y e a r  p rog ram  s tu d ie d  a t  B u t le r  C ounty  was in
i t ' s  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t. A f u t u r e  s tu d y  o f
b e g in n in g  t e a c h e r s  m igh t fo c u s  on t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n s  o f th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  h e lp  th e y  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  e n t r y - y e a r  p rog ram .
A n o th e r p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  w ould be to
in te r v ie w  a g ro u p  o f  s e l e c t e d  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  in  o rd e r
to  f e r r e t  o u t  common p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  in  t h e i r  f i r s t
y e a r s  in  th e  c la s s ro o m . T h is  s tu d y  was done w ith  th e  u se
o f a s u rv e y . I n te r v ie w s  w ith  f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r s  would
a llo w  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  to  g e t  a c l o s e r  lo o k  a t  th e  l i v e s  o f
t e a c h e r s .
T h is  s tu d y  was c o n d u c ted  to  g a in  a f u l l e r
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro b lem s and c o n c e rn s  o f  b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r s  and o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t s .  As a p r o s p e c t iv e  f i r s t  y e a r
t e a c h e r ,  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  found  t h i s  s tu d y  to  be p e r s o n a l ly
h e lp f u l  in  p r e p a r in g  f o r  t h a t  c h a l le n g e .  I t  i s  th e  hope o f
th e  r e s e a r c h e r  t h a t  o th e r  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t s  may be
b e t t e r  p re p a re d  to  e n t e r  th e  t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n  th ro u g h
th e  s h a r in g  o f  t h i s  in f o r m a t io n .
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1 . What h a s  b e e n  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n  a s  a f i r s t  y e a r  
t e a c h e r ?
2 . As a f i r s t  y e a r  t e a c h e r ,  w h at h a s  b e e n  y o u r  b i g g e s t  
sh o c k ?
3 .  What h a s  b e e n  y o u r  n o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c c o n p l i s h n e n t  t h i s  
s c h o o l  y e a r ?
4 .  What on e p i e c e  o f  a d v ic e  w ou ld  you  g i v e  a b e g in n in g  
t e a c h e r ?
5 . B r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e  o n e  im p o r ta n t  t h i n g  you h a v e  le a r n e d  
a b o u t y o u r s e l f  t h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r .
6 .  I f  you c o u ld  c h a n g e  on e  t h i n g  a b o u t y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  
t e a c h i n g ,  w hat w ou ld  i t  b e?
